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¥r, Eusebio G, Bernales 5 APR- 1947
BEacolod, Kol, Lanao - o o ¥ E -
¥indanso, Fhilippines -

Desr Mr. Bernaless

The Commanding Genersl hus directed that you be informed that
the First Battalion, Fourth Coastal Regiment, Lanso ¥ilitery Sector,
Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States irmy Forves in the
Philippines, purporting to be a guerrills cpganigation under your
nominal contrel, is mot fﬂoubly aonsidlred for rwegnition as an
element of the Thilippine drmy. '

A set of general requirements for guerrilla ncognit:lon, estab-
1lished by General Macirthur during the liberamtion of the Philippines,
has been used as a guide in considering the record of this unit.
After cereful investigetion and full consideration of all substan-
tiating records and testimony of witnesses havipg pertinent knowledge,
recognition of this guerrilla unit is not deemed to be warranted be=
cause of roasm meritioned belows

& Tecord of servise wss not substantisted by aufﬁeient
acceptable evidence.

£dog 3oeqemoy NdoSH
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b. The unit wes not maintained sstisfactorily in the field
in oppesition to the enemy.

. Activities of the unit did net contri'aute mteriolly
to the eventual defeatl of the enemy. :

083 /iTH

d, A definite organization was not esteblished,

e, Adequate records were not meintained (nmes, rallks,
dates of enlistment or jeim.ng, dates of proutiau, and munury
related inforeation).

; ‘£, Unit 4dd xmt .xm ut:l-fuetory oontimity ot ncth‘!.ty
and organisation, ‘;

" gs Members of the unit afd sot devote th-&non&n- of fort
'be nilitary sctivities in the field to the: exqauslon‘ngufﬁoml cdvi= .
lian occupation and .fanﬂpobllgauom. ) :
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. - Your attemtion :x:-lauﬁd to Presidential Twecutive Order Fo.
68, Cormonweelth of the Philippines, copy éf which is atiached,
for any necessary action in commection therewith,

Sit 0

Sincerely,

1 Inel: ‘ b, e 19N o AT
Exdeutive Order lo, 68 - - THOMAS J. BROWN
dtd 26 gqopt 45 ; CWo, USA

¥ : AssT ADy GEN

Col, G. FJ !.ﬂ.h.ﬂ'h

The First Battslion, Fourth Cosstal Regiment, lanse ¥ilitary Sector,
Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, Updted States irmy Forees in the Philippines,
econsisting of approximetely 952 members; hee not been faverably considered,
Fo merters have preéviously been recogniz_od.

2, This unit does not Pulfill the requirements of the five basie points
for recognition, . (See attached Tean Leader's Feport). :

3. Fo useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation of
this unit, : "L :

b wmunmwmwr&jdmmtionaﬁithmmmt'
any casuslties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit,
Capts R, 1_'« Korton

Conturs Wajor C. Hi Tentzell
: Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lanzo Militery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettslion

Unit, United Stetes army Forces in the Philippines

l. The following report conccins the oversll commznd of the
Leneo lilitery Sector, Fighting Sole Battslion Unit, Unitecd Ststes
army Forces in the Philippines, ccnsisting of spproximstely 128
different units., 4 perticl list of the lerger units ere listed
in peregreph 3 bolow. The Leaneo Militeory Sector, Iighting Dole
Bettzlion Unit, (LLS, FIuU, US4FIP), is elso known ss the "Fight-
ing Dlade Yespons Division" snd the "Fighting Blood YWeepon Divi-
sion", 4 physicecl investigetion of the unitiin the ficld wes not
mede nor considercd neccsssry or desireble, but thc commznding
officer end other porsons heving pertinent knowledge of the unit's
cetivitics werc contected either personelly or by correspondence,
The stctenents of those contscted, cnd & conplete study of the
records of the unit, erc reflocted in the findings.

2, 4 few of the subordinste units of the Fighting Blede
VWiozpons Division heve been previously end scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered for rceognition by this hczdquerters, It wes
considered et thet time thot those units verc only indopendent
"Bolo Units", ‘hen this overcll commend wes studied, these units
werc ineluded for rcconsiderction. This report will suppert the
previous discussion 6f thcse subordinete units of the Tighting
Blede Wecpons Division, cnd £t the scmc time tcko into. considerce
tion the overcll commend and other subordineste units of thct
comnznd, now pending under request for reccognition,

3. The following is = pertizl list of subordincte units
comprising the Lenco Militery Soctor, Fighting Dolo Bettclion
Unit, United Ststes irmy Forecs in the Philippinest

First Cocstal Regiment

Third Cocstcl Reginment

Forth Cocstzl Roginent

First Boloc Regiment

Second Besek Reginent

Third Dasck Rogiment

First Unzyon Reginment

First Sepsrate Regiment

Westorn Lenso Trocp Movement
Uplend Infentry Regiment

Western Lenge Sceperate Speciczl In
Bolo Battslions

Sepercte Dettslions cnd Compenics
Speeicl Dettelions end Compenics
Attoched Dettslions and Companics:
Provisionel Dettclicns
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4o ALLEGED HISTORY:

&s Prior to the arrivel of the Jepanese invading Forfes
on Mindenso, Brigedier Genersl Guy O Fort, commending the 81st
Division, USAFTE, Lenso Militery Scctor, orgenized the "Bolo
Battelion," for the purpose of siding the 8lst Division. The
missions of the Bolo Battalion were es follows:

(1) Guarding the beaches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of cnemy lendings,

(2) ‘cting zs Lebor Battelions when so desircd,
(3) “werding bridges znd rosds.

(4) (uerding emmunitions, supplies snd other
nilitery instsllstions.

(5) Suppressing fifth column zctivitics.

be The "Lenso Militery Sector" wes dividéd into four

units. Esch unit wes composed of seversl groups or compenics,
es meny &s there were municipslities or municipel districts in
the unit. Each group or compzny wzs commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the lMsyor of the municipslity or municipszl dis-
trict, =nd two other leaders sclected from the group or company.
Each Bolo Bzttalion Unit wes commznded by e Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Bzttelion Units which comprised the "Lanao Militery
Sector" werc commended by Sector Commender, supposedly an
officer of the USATIE.

ce On 21 Mey 1942, six dgys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Generel Fort ordercd Dstu Busrsn Kalaw to
teke commend of the entire Blede Wespons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extended slong the coest from
Iligan to Csbueno Barracks znd on the Leke-Shore of Leke Lanzo.
On 27 Mey 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, znd throe
deys later Detu Busran Kslaw reorgenized the Bolo Battelions,
"To this orgenizstion, everybody wes permitted to join=members
of the former Bolo Battelions, cx-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous companies, bettelions znd regiments were
orgenized, until gll the regions of Lenso, not occupied by the
Jepcnese werc covered. The orgenization was partly completed on
31 fugust 1942, and consisted of spproxinztely ten (10) regiments,
severel scperate, speeicl provisionsl, combet, and attsched
battelions end companies, with & totsl strength of approximstely
35,000 officers end men,

de The activities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and militeary govermment znd the csre and
protection of civiliens, & fow cleimed skirmishes with the
Japenese cre discussed in more detsil in the findings of this
report,
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6. On ebout December 1942, Lt Col Hegas, comnending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, begsn to orgenized the

Moros into the Meranco Militia Forces, (MiF)e Datu Busren Kelew

end epproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battslion Units were
inducted intc this unit; and were subsequently recognized es the

linreneo Iilitie Force (MIF) of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
District.

fo For further informstion relsting to the slleged
history of the Lenso Militsry Scctor, Fighting Bole Bettalion
Unit, United States 4rmy Forces in the Philippines, see atteched
unit files,

5. FINDINGS:

2+ The following persons were interviewed or questicned
by letter cnd their stetements sre roflodted in the findings:

Gen Calixto Dugque + o « » o o D C/S, HP4, fornelly C/8

8lst Div, USiFFE :

CO, Lis, FBBU, US.iFIP

CO, 10th Militery Dist

in Zmerican educstor in

Lanzo

G-2 of Bolo Battslion

licmber of unit, lster

joined IIfF, recognized

with 10th KD

licmber of unit, but doecs

not know position

Mame Kemeyabl Sstg vt ool it L L il

Detu Derengine Diempucn o o o CO, Dismsz Islen Unit

Kejor Fo Mo lates o o o o & o CO, Philippine Militis
Forces, snd lecter recog-
nized with T

Foderico Selemet o+ o« o o & o " ul ke ST Lk R

liajor Gabzl o o o & o s o & o Zx O to G-4, HPi, formelly
2 C/5-G-2, 8lst Div, USiFIE

antonioc Peceé « s s s » o « « Recognized Horo with 10th
ID

£lfredo Quilban « + » o + o o lember of Philippine Mili-
tie Forces of IMindenezo &
Sulu v

Datu Busren Kalaw + o « » »
Col W, W. FGrtig el e Tal s
Bdward Me Kuder o o o o o =

Dot Mengode: o o o s o s 0
Lt Manisbz dgusm o o 4 » &

Datu llangodc Msulansg + « »

bs Records of service were not substentiszted by sufficicnt
ccecptable evidences The Leneo liilitery Sector, #3230, US:FIP, end
its subordinete units, s prescnted for recognition, wes not in any
sensc & well-orgenized guerrille unit, Prior teo the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Dolo Dottzlions were used by Genercl
Fort cs "Solo Units", "Farmer DBattclions", snd "Lebor Bettzlions,
£ccording to the "Guerrilla Resistence liovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monographs previcusly published by the Philippine
Sub-Section, G-2, Gonerzl Headquerters, Southwest Pecific ireg, the
lioros werc undor their omm lesders, but hed been paid by the US.FiE
prior to the surrender. Dut even if thoy hzd not been paid, their
activities would not constitute a clein

3
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for guerrille activities, but rather would bu & clain for pey &s
lebor battelions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generzl Fort to Detu Kslew, ordering him to teke commznd of the
Blede Weepon Forces does not necesscrily prove thet tho unit con-
tinved e&s & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Resistsnce Move-
ment in the Philippines (extrect as Incl 1) snd letter from Col,
We Wo Fertig, (Incl 2) stzte thet when the Jepznese inveding
forces lended st Daveo the Moro Force dissclved rapidly, end
thet the activities against the cnemy as clsimed by the Lenszo
lilitery Sector, after the surrender of the 8lst Division were
not the asctivities of the Blade Wespon Units, but ¢ genersl end

. spentencous uprising of the people. The records of the unit,
sueh &s Genercl Crders, S-1 Reperts, znd S-2 Repcrts, consist
primerily of promction pepers of the members of the unit. Pro-
notions were mede periodicelly, Ezch month most officers were
promoted to one higher rank,

¢, The unit wes not mzinteined sstisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 lisy 1942 the
8lst Division, US-FFE, dominsted the srec znd subscquent to Sept
1942 the Mzraneo Militiz Forces of the 10th 1ilitery District,
& rocognized guerrille orgenizction of spproximctely 8,000 former
nembers from the clesiment Bolo Battelicns, deminated the crez.
Resistence sctivitics sgeinst the Japenese during the 3-nonths
period between these dates consisted of en uprising of the
people of Lenso, end not in guerrille ectivity by the LIS, ¥L3U,
US:¥IP, Thec stctements of guerrills leeders, =5 discussed in
peregrephs 5i, 5j, 5k, indicete thet the Dole Battelions was not
nainteined efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

d, &ctivities of the unit did not contribute natericlly
to the eventuel defest of the cnemy. The "Guerrille Resistznce
lovements of the Philippines", brings to tho sttenticn thet the
lioros were neither ¢ veclucble glly nor = dshzerous enchy. The
principesl cleim for recogniticn by the LMS, IZBU, Us:FIP, is
based upon two loczl bettles with the Jepenose in September end
October 1942, Thc Diemze Islem Unit, z bitter foo of K:zlaw,
under Detu Dismpusn, clso clcims credit for these engegements, &s
indicated ebove =nd by inecls. 2 end 3, written by individuzls
heaving personel knowledges. Thesc bsttles cen not be accopted &8
the ectivities of this or eny other orgenized gucrrille unit,

The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US=FIP, is therefore clsinming
cetivities which were executed by the initiztive of a rescntful
end angered tribe, rcther then by their units,

e, 4 definite orgcnizetion wes not ocstecblished. Prior
to 27 May 1942, Detu Busren Kelaw wes en intelligonce sgent of
the 8kst Division, US.FFE, end during thc letter months of the

- r ! 7
IYHU-TH

A

seme yeer he becocme & member of the licrenso Lilitis force, Officers

end enlisted men of the Lanzo Militery Sector, FIUU, LIS, lived
with their femilies end supported them by nmeens of normel civilian
pursuits throughout the occupetion. Practiczlly zll of the batta-
lion commenders end renking officers on the roster of
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this unit were meyors of the verious towns or held other politicsl
positions during the Jepenese occupetion, The members of the unit
who were interviewed, with the exception of the lecdors, could not
give their pesitions within the verious units =nd most of then
steted thet there wes very littlc orgenizetion within the unit.

f. sdequete rocords worc not meinteined. lionthly rosters,
eppeintment end pronmotion pepers, detod beck es fer cs 1942, were
submitted &s records; but sn exsmineticn of these pepers showed
thet most of the monthly rostors were mede st one tine, using
cerbon pepers end lecving the detes blenk, so that the dote could
be plsced in lster, Furthermore the psper used did not show the
weer and tecr of psper thct hed becn used since 1942,

gs Unit did not show sestisfectorily continuity of scti-
vity end orgsnizetion, Colonecl We Wie Pertig, commznding the 10th
D, stetes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jepenose (Sce
Incl 2) edvance =nd were nmore hermful then helpful to the UsS4FVE,
#The Guerrillea Resistsnce Iovemont in the Philippines", supports
this statement of unsstisfactory centinuity of ectivity rnd orgeni-
zetion by declering thet the loro forces dissolved rapidly after
the Jepanese lended in Dzvec. The unit could not show sny con-
clusive supperting evidence which would sustain their cleins of
activity subsequent to the surrcnder of the 81st Division.

h, liembers of the unit did nct devote their cntirc effort
to militery sctivities in the ficld to the exclusion of normal
civilicn cceupstion cnd femily oblipstions. The members of the
unit helding politiccl positions, such zs meyors, continued to ro-
mein in office during the Jecpsnese occupcticn. he members of the
unit who were common fermers cnd lsborors continucd their normel
pursuits.

i. .ttached hercto, as inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
nent, dsted 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel Wendell Fertip in enswer
to letter from this hezdqusrters requesting infornetion regerding
the Fighting Dlede Werpons Unit. Colonel Fertig, formerly with
Genercl Fort, leter beceme commending officer of the 10th Militery
Districte In his indcrsement Colonel Fertiy cmphcsized thzt tho
Dlade Wecpons Unit (zlso known &s the Lenco Militery Seetor, FBpU,
USAFIP) ¢id nothing to stop the Jep sdvence and contributed no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender. He further strtos
thet the period from the surrender to the orjcznizction of the
larcnco Militic Forces on Docenber 1942 wes ons of non-resistsnce,
except for the resistcnce of & group of Moros under lisnelso HMen-
delinso, whose nsme is not included es one of the lezders of the
Lanzo Militery Sectcr, F3BU, US<FIP, wheress he is recognized es the
rogimentel commender of the 127th Regiment, MMF, 10th MD. Colonel
Fertig further stetes theot the encounter between the Jepeness and
the Moros wezs occesioned by e genorsl uprising of the people and
not by the Blade licgpons Units. Col. Fertig rccommends thet tho
Blade liespon Units and associzted units in the provinee of Lanso
be not recognized,
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je Atteched herewith zs incleosure 3, is ¢ memo to Lt
Col Sheftoa, former Chief of Guerrills =ffzirs Brench, from
Edwerd M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Battzlions under Busrsn Kelsw.
(It must be noted thet the "Dieme Islen" unit mentioned in his
report is not & part of the Lenso Hilitery Sector, FEBU, Us.FIP)
VMr. Kuder wes sn fmericsn educstor who hed spent yercrs educeting
the lMoros beforo the wer end who leter beceme Direetor of Civil
Affeirs for Lenco under Colonel W, W. Fertig., This memo indi-
cated that the Lanso lilitery Sector, FEBU, USiFIP, is ¢ ree-
keteering orgenizstion, which hzd inducted prectically ell of its
members into the unit during the yesrs 1945 ond 1946, cné thot
the leeders have becn colleeting fecs from the members inducted.
Mr. Kuder hes full knowledge of the cctivitios of Lenso, during
the occupstion, =znd hc rocommends thet this unit be refused recog-
nition completely.

ke & lotter "To Vhom It Mszy Concern", from Genersl
Calixto Duque formerly Chief of Stzff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE) ,
and st present Doputy Chicf of Steff, -rmy of the Philippines, wrs
presented o5 supporting evidence of Kelew's cctivitics. On inter-
viewing Genersl Duguc, he steted thet he hed been with the 8lst
Division until the surrcnder and wzs then prisoner of wer in
Mindsnoo until Jenusry 1943. He ceknowledies the cppointment of
Datu Dusren Kelew os speeisl ggent of the (-2 Section 8lst Division,
but hc did not know of cny of Kslaw's activitices after the sur-
render, He further stated thst the kores of Lenzo werc very
destructive aftcr the surronder of the 8lst Division, He asserted
thet the Moros hzd smbushed some of the USATFE members of the 8lst
Division while thoy werc csceping to the hills. He tlso clcined
thet therc wes no organization of the lloro people end thet thoy
were & grest hindrcnce to the people of Lanco, especieclly the
@hristians, for the loros hed attocked verious Christion barrios,
hed reped snd killed the inhsbitents cnd hed leoted houscs.
Generel Dugue hed heerd of the defeat of the Jeponesc at Tepsaren,
but he did not lmow how it wes accomplished.

1. in affidavit from Major Demincdor Gereiz, formelly =G
of 8, G-3, 8lst Infontry Division, USIFiE, wes forwerded ss cvidonce
of the cxistence of the Bolo Dettclions. Wwhon interviewed, licjor
Goreis stoted thet he knew nothing of the ietivities of Kelaw, or
tho Dolo Battclion, aftcr the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

n. <ttoched herewith as inelosure 4, is ¢ confidenticl
report from Operctive Number cne, Intellizence Section, NPC, Pi,
Lenzo Province, Operctive Number, Lt lcnioba spumm, & native of
Lango znd former member of the DBolo Bettslions, lster becans o
nember of the Moranso Ifilitiz Force. It is noted, that within the
report, Lt igusn brings out the feet thet sfter the surronder of
the 8lst Division, mzny of the members of the Dole Zettclion be-
ceme Collsborctors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normel pursuits., He further stctes that
the Tostor end orders submitted to this hesdguerters werc znte-
dated, cnd thet the cedre of tho Dolo Dottelion cro menbers of the
clrczdy recognized Merenco Hilitiz Forces.

6
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n. Datu Darangina Diampusm, o non-recognized guerrilla’
leador, who had operated in Lanso, claims that Datu Kalaw had
never had an organizod unit aftor tha surrender of the 8let Divi-
sion. BHe further stated that Kaisw is using the Bolo Battalion
&s a money-meking proposition, in that, ho is charging the mem-
bers for thoir membership. Datuw Darangina Diampuan also claims that
the Moros of the former Bolo Battalion under Kalaw were mors des-
tructive during the Japaneso occupation than they were constructive,

0. It should be emphesized that the Moros of Lanao were
organized into the Moranes Militia Force, with a strength of
approximiely £,000 nembors. The Mersaao Militia Force was re-
cognizad v “ne 10th Mil<tary District me part of the 108th
Division. [Ike dates of recognition of the Maranso Militia Force
were revised “ack to 16 Soptembor 1942, This Tecognition and revi-
sion constitvies adanuate and just recognition of military services
the Moros of lenio it the war effort.

P. Mo usef:l purpose will bo served by any further invess
tigation of this unis.

q. There are no individual monbers worthy of recegnition
with the exception of thoso alroady recognized with the Maranso
litiz Force. Although scme casualtios are claimod in the rosters,
it is assumed that these cucualtiocs occurred in the general up-
rising of the people, and not as members of an orgamized unit.
These casualties or their heirs mey continue to submit individual
requost for casuzlty recognition.

6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: lost of the leading figures in the sub-
mitted rosters arc political aspirants, indicating that the wnit
may be used to support these politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Lanao Military
ting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, otherwise kmown as the Fighting Blade Waapons
Divisions be not fevorzbly considered for recognition,

RisF It

ROBERT L, MORTON
Ceptain, Ord

Seo incls filed w/ Toem Leader's
Eoport in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Philippincs

The Moros and the Maranso Militis Force: The lioro pro-
blems on Mindanao have long becen & source of discontent and
unrest, The Moros are & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam-—
boangé, the southern half of Lanao Province and across Cota-
beto to the Davao Gulf. The Meranao (Lanao) Moros arc per-
haps the bravest, proudest and the most intelligent of the

Philippine Moro groups: Maranao (Lanao), Maguindanao (Cota~

bato) and the Tao-Sugs end Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
telllgence, cournge @nd pridec, however, do not make the Lan2o
Moro either a v=luable elly or a dengerous cnemy. His intel=-
ligence is more necarly sly cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. The Morc has little respect for the Christian
Filipino and may always be antzzonistic towsrds him.

Moro v’llages erc smell, usually built up eround a farm-
ing community, and the irhabitents arc usueslly releted to
eech other. Whilc each’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lceders of these inter-rcleted communitics form as asso-
ciation znd hevc & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders erec loyal. For the past forty years Moros have
becen under the control of the Philipoine Constabulary, but
most of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their arees and were frce to rob and murder groups
less powerful then themsclves, With any reléxing of police
authority meny of them socon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
leaders.

To prevent bloodshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
none lived in Bukidnon. During thc chaos following the sur-
render, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christiehs. MOLGAN's retaliatory
mcasures werc so violent; however;, that the fcelings of the
Moros were aroused morc than ever, and it h&s been only with
considerable cere that the support and neutrelity of the Mo=
ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-=
boanga no Christian dezres set foot now as a result,

In January 1942, when it beccame evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Jepa-
nese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Morocs in holding defcnsive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindaneo., He organized the Mcro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermecd with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US&FFE. .They
had little time for training end when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved repidly. Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lanzo and Cotabato.

Lt, Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 —~ January 1943, He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of Momunganj; Datu LaGUINDAB
of Ganassij; Joseph SZNGUILLA of Mumay and Madalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inecl 1)



By late 1942 the Moros had collected a falrly large
number of weapons. After the surrender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE coldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization was
real, The efforts of Busran KALAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Ganessi and many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the American pecple,
They were supported in their efforts by very small allotments
of arms and supplies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headquarters in I'snas -nd
the presence of guerrilla leaders {such as Lt. Col. HEDULS
and Mr, KUDER) who knew the Moros weil, were fortunate in
this connectinn,

For political reasons the Mararso Militia Forus is -
talned as a sepsrate per® of the 1N6th Division, e
bebly the besu armel singie group 5% guerrillas on Mind
The presert organizetion and strength of this force is rs fol-
lows:

124th kegt, M#, Hq hupagon, Lanao 1OhEy EM
CO: Capt. Macaurog ARUMPAC 36 1,538
126th Regt, MuF
CO: 1Iiaj., Busran KALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, W', now sieging Malabang
CO0: Capt, Manalao MINDALANO 73 788
128th Regt, MMF, now sieging Malabang
CO: Haj. Anonngo BEAGUINDLALT 100 951
129th hegt, MMF, Hq Taraka, Lanzo 78 1,202
1st Prov. hegt. 63 928
2nd Prov. Re:zt. 52 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separatec Battalions 71 1.470
5 Seperate Companics 2aih %QZ
. Total 557 8,841

Lt., Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-iloro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of lielgbang, has been responsible for orgerizing Moro
resistance south of Malabang on the L'anaoc coast. I 53 pro-
tected the Christians and has kept on good terms with Ja-
panese to obtain supplies. KALLAW 75 a native cf Horu
Lanzo, was mayor of Momungan &t out-reak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. He is an arsoecicne
MOKGLN, and actively resisted the vcpanese sirce 1¢
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courage:
hot tempered. He wes the first to fight the Japanc i
the USAITE surrcender. ARUMPAC was mayor of Lumbater: :icver,
a little politico, 2 good manager and belongs to the
order. BAGUINDAALI is populer as one of the first Moru guer-
rilla leesders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47

e -:7‘2/4

ey (T Lo P oF
prROTLCLY CaBTas "

1st Lt., Inf., AUS
Chief, liecords Séction’

A
- (Incl l)

" DECLASSIFIED
Authority ;Flp_ L0 - ‘l."-‘



. . il nru ASbIFlED

Authorlty 'D i

1st Ird.

15 Janhuary A7

SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division!

TO :+ The Comnanding General, AFWESFAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fltzs:mons Ge'u Hospital, Denver 8, Coloradoy

1, OCorditions have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
Mar 46, this same general subjsct, and I will reiterate the rzcomrenda-
tion com ihis

that lettsr ‘Incl 3). Therefore in my ovinion %
lediito i res **11t~on for aay activities foliowing the
crganization of the 10th Miiitary District on 16 Sept 42, All mou who
assisted 1y unii after taat dute have been included in regular uatt ros-
ters and auly re eognizOd Trus the Blade Weapon uni’s are entitled to
no congiderition except for services rendercd beitween the date of their
organization (about Jan /2) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

2, That pericd comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindasao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 ilay 42, Duriag
the invasion period = April 30 = 4 May 42 - while I wes actuzily with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming. THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAP ADVANCE. Vihken the depacle
followed after 4 Mey 42, the Moros engaged in wide scale locting. In .
July 42, Lt Col Cherles Smitk, CE (then a civiliian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since ais reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lanzo Moros., From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Weapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this firstc phase.

3, The second phase of inertia that extenced from 29 Nay 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness excert for the cuntinued I‘C.._-,J.S‘-
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Represert-tive from La
ippine Legislature) and his group in conjunctlicn wil
The Japs failed to win this group. In a
were wiped out on the east shore of Lele
general uprising of the people and nct -

4. CONCLUSICN AND RECOMMERLATION
problem was made durirg the occupafi.
dence that the Blade hizzpon units co.
resistance movement. I% is thersfers
ted units in the province ol Lenao de

Wendell W Fertig
Golonel CE

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947
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Manila
9 June 1946

MENO for Lt, Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFVESPAC, on Lanao Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISLAM

This is an orgenization which deserves considerable credit
for providing the big impetus that turned. most of the Lanao licros
against the Jups, /

I was in Larac, with the Moros and the guerrilla movemens
from the momunt the Japs invaded Larao, April 29-30, 1942 up ‘o
Sept 29, 1943. T wos never in Japs hands, but had to leave IL-.wo
Tor Bustralia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to illness,

Hence, although I did not see the fights the Diarma Isla
up, in fact was ebout 50 kilometers away, still I had eve«
reports of it within two days afterward, and observed hew +%
province rang with the exrloit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the i
were stirred up and inspired by it,

It is true there had been ensounters ard ambusheg price to
this, but this was the first big pitchcd battle. The speed with
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out » all but one mea,
made an enorious impression on everyone including the Japz, Oour
intelligence at that time indicated that they asked for fue divi-
sions for Mindanzo, one for Lanao alone and the other for c*
of the igland. I do not think the Jap force was so largc i
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead ssvera.
times with people who counted the corpses at the time, The figire
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinos, used
ag cargadors by the Japs, who were eaught in the circle of fise,
The Moros did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs borbed the whole east s7¢
the Lake, where the fight occured (Temparan) for nearly a i
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, other tried again in mid-lct.ne
1942, This time they came with arouni 500-600 troops, in uru.ks,
using the road around the north end of the lake,

They were again attacked by the Diama warriors and this time
did not try to stand their ground, but fled to a wooded hill, Jsa3ing
some of their trucks in the procass, At the hill, they were shic
to rally and hold off throuagh attackers until the latter's amm 1i-

tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to enable them to retreat,

The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded avay, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3 '
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report, This report put the Jap total casualties at under a hundred,

But the Japs never came baok, and never again patrolled in the
interior of Lanao, although they maintained their garrison at Dansa~
lan by virtue of the highway to Iligan, and at Garassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregider, the interior country
of Lanao was freed of the Japs and remained free, This was a remarke
able achievemont and is due largely to the Diama Islam,

Since the Japs never returned they had no more fighting to do,
but did guard ihe lake to prevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

As the Diama Islam was selfesupporting in the way of food, guns
and ammniticon, meny of its members found economic pressure too strong
hence joiaed the Marvemao Militia Force under Col, Fertig, some months
later, for the sake cf better pay angd supply.

Pride, perhaps misplaced, kept the others from joining and held
then to something of a home guard organization,

Yet, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best the
Japs before Fertig even started, and it must also be realized that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertig's initially puny organization would in all likelihood have
been crushed,

The Diara Islam rendered a real service.

Their leader claims 4,599 men on his roll. Personally, I think
this is greatly exaggeratcd. I don't believe they could possibly
have more than 2000 men, This jibes well with the population figures
for that area, but, knowing as I do how factional the Morus are
among themselves, I would examine even that figure with caution.

I beliele the Diama Islam is entitled to some recognition after
careful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, under Busram Kalaw

I understand this outfit claims 40,000 members, If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabrication, The "seat" of +his orga=-
nization was in the area along the Dansalan Iligan road, If it had
40,000 members why could it never close that road, nor take the Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridge, when between 1000 and
2000 Diama Islam could beat the Japs 50 badly*in the Diama's home
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalicn 1Ead01', nay claim credit for
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tamparan, It may be true that he was
there, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got closer then 5 Jms to the Japs, and I never
sew him with as many as 200 men, although I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla timeg,

There was a real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort bao-
fore the Japs rame, April 29-30, 1942, but it never excecded 5,000
men and virtually all of those Joined the MVF under Fertig,

Aft

's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalay
tried tc rosistence against the Jepe, but he had & followe
ing only o arca, Baluy, the thinnost populated ares of
Lanao, He could not Possibly have had one thousand mon.

hig

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that oo many mem-
bers wore "enlisted" in their outfit, It has much racketeoring in
it; with centributions collectod from the members to ray for pro-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismel presents to its loaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" ctc, &g it stends now it
is 99% fake. One of its officers a "major! or "It, Col." Buleg
Mangobara, was actuelly a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols,

I viould turn this cutfit domm, cold and completoly.

Respectfully submitted,

/8/ Bdward M. Xuder
Actg. Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanzo
ex-Director of Civil Affairs for Laraoc under
Col W. W. Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947
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1st Lt Inf,, AUS
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Subjoct: Bolo Battalion, History of (Lanao Province)

T0 : P, Lanso Frov, NEG, PA - 470 159

Feirly rolisble if not very eccurate story of the history of the
Moro Folo Dat<elion organization in Lanzo, is here, submitted bj this
section rot for jealeunsy nor selfishness, neither for sggrandizement,
but as 1irtell e soetion of the Agency of tho govermment, it will
in some how d patc eny chadow of doukt on the port of the Fhilippine
Govt much the [nited Stetez. This story will not orly help clesr the
doubts of AFWTSPLC, but will in one way guide /FWESPAC to rccompensc
justly the very patriots.

Some where in the leter pert of Deocember 1941, letters from the
Provincicl Governor werc sent to gll Municipsl ond F-’unicipal District
liayors urging each Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntocr
Guards, To give more inspiretion and incentives to eccomplish result
to the meximun the order wes propegendized thru out Lanao, that this
Volunteer Guards is enunciested by the most Filioino beloved Lete Presi-
dent Manuel L. Quezon. The Volunteer Gusrd was very successful.

Then and efterwerd some where in the earlier pert of Februsry 1642,
if not Jenvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy 0 Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lanso Province aut‘lorlzed the organizetion of the
Rolo Battalion., He himself (Gen Fort) being & gocd and sincere friend
to the liaransws for many yeers went arcund the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyelty to thc gov't one owes gn allegience. He
himself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Sg_crod
Nohemmedsn Bible) with many lecding Datus thet they being members cf the
Bolo Battelion will, in s11 means resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
oven sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Jupanese if
in case the Jepanese night succeed vanguishing the USLFFE. Again Mzyor-
(District Meyors) were made immediate lenders of their respective districts.
leny Mayors end Datus werc given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own paople. In the
months of March end ipril, 1942, ¥ayors especisclly of Watu, Tugayz,
Bacolod, Mzdelim, N-cemba, Genessi, Pusles, Teterikan, and Pinidayen were
coch given seven deys te gusrd at Berorao besch, &t Malabang, Lanao to
wetch ard report imredistely any sign of Jepenese ships seen on the
Lilisna Boy. This was by rotetion. Even teachers headed by their District
supervieor werc one time voluntcered to guard et Berorao,

So far, every Mayor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, They were
being trersported there by Lrmy Trucks purposely designated for use of the
Bolo Battalion., Officers in the IBAFTE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
and guide the Moro Rolo Bettalion werc Mejor Susrez now Colonel, he is
somewhere in Sulu, 1st Lieut. Memerinta Lao, now Cept, Commending the &4th
MP Co, Lenso Prov, MFC, PL, 3d Lt Mohemad £1i Dimaporo now lst Lieut, Gom-
manding the 6Sth MP Go, Lenao Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d Lt Santos Il"periul, now

in the 5th Repl Bn end 32d Lt Mzntoyen Ehyclarr Thore .rs perhsps
do not know cver the number of the Bolo Bottelion ti‘nmitﬁgy were
hend:Lng the orgmizetion. M:jor Getal that time ".> oving

menhfr o£ the Talo Bcttalion.

ke
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History of Polo Bn, Cont'd

Now figuring and comparativel: speeking there sre 33 Municipal
Districts in the province of Lanzo ond not 11 sctively organized the
memberships for the Bolo Battelion, Let us take Tor grented that the
33 municipel districts did actively in the orgenizetion of the Bolo
Battelion and again let us not count that every district Mayor hed their
fifty memberships, let us even make it 100 for cach Mayor or let us put
it for 200 or 300 which is really not tho truth, then of the 33 Mayors
there will be let us scy 300 for each, thus there were 9,900 members.
Now granting that there were 9,900 Bole Battelion, but during the
Japancse irvasion botween Malskeng end Genmssi thers were roughly 60 Mero
Bolo Battalion members present, Mayor Suerez hed & personal knowledge
of this aumcer for he was with them that night of Vay, lst 1942,

Agein when the IE/FFE in Lenao surrendered to the Japanes on the
later perc of Moy 1942 of this rough estimate of 9,900 Bolo Battalion
some of thea continued te resist the enamy celled loyal and patriocts
efraid of the Korsan, some went to the Japanese ss Collaborators, some
of them became famous looters, robbters, Lrmy murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Christians end Subanon on the esstern part of Zamboangz, some
went es active treffickers of white slavery ¢nd while feow stayed furthen
Japanese garriscns and devoted on farming, This was the truth of where
the Bolo Eattelion went end what cach did.

Those fev who went to the mountoins continucd resisted the cnemy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lemac Noro Public
to mention some of them, there wore Detitl Fusran of Balo-i, Datu Manalao
Mindelanso of Uye-zn, and Lumbaten, Sulten ss Gonassi the lste Aguam
Dpatuan, the late Datu Leguinded ell Ganassi, Datu Ananggo Eapindali or
Ramain, Datu Beod of Fagelogan, Datu Kalemit Umpa of Kapategen and soms
few Datus of Temporan Districts, Theso Datus mentioned above reelly did
something in erousing the people of Lanao., This %as more then 3 months
tofore the orgenization of the 10th MD under Col Fertig was orgenized and
more than & monthe before the orgenization of the 108th Division under
Col Hedges. It is further stoted thet et Tampsran Districts .fter the
Tomparan ineident of September 12, 1942 when Japanese petrol was wiped out
entirely there wes one group there celled Diome Islam who really fought
the Japanese and until now they are intoct nor they were recognized as
guerrillas,

Above Datus mentioned sfter the 108th Division was crgenized units,
celled the Bole Pattalion were inducted into the TSFIP and therc vas a
great joy Tor thoy were all happy being told by Col Hedgos thot they
become £ port of the United States Army end whatever previlipes given or
duc to American soldiers ond officers, they ero also entitled, Thie goes
to say thet the Loyel Bolo Battalion thet romained in the mountains became
the mucleus of the Laneo Guerrillores, !lmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
becanme the Lengo Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who were long time
processed by the Hth £rmy, The only outfit thot did not submit for pro-
ccssing becsuse they were not recognized was the Diemg Islam,

Last Key 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector Generel of the 10th MD hed a
complete znd correct list of the Maranso Guerrilleros, He got more than
8,000 non both officors and EM. This was the whole MMF (Mranaw Militia
Force) elready recognizod by the 8th Army pince 17 April 45, This story
is specking of the real compsrison snd & truth thet of the more than "
8,000 Marsnaocs recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or 90% of them were
the pembers of the Bolo Pattelion could be considered Bolo Bn members
from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted 1o the ISFIP by the
108th Division. Now meke it 9000 ond estimate the Diame Islem make them
3,000 the highest estimate that will enly bring 12,000, New for the
Christian Guerrilleros of Lapso make them 4,000 or mwre and Lanao will
have sbout 17,000,

S
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The Christian Guerrilleros genuincd at that organized by Morgan are
not counted here,

To give more support for this story Vr. Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Mersnsws in the mountains in 1942 can also be asked.

4 However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Battalion to
the AFVESP/AC there were those nemes found in the defunct 108th Division

. » for thoy were eithor officors or EM in that outfit,

OPERATIVE
#1
Fa 8.
Anti dated rosters erd orders, framed up reporls snd stetements
and cntering names in the 1245 submitted Bolo Bn, Rosters are mostly

in the rosters of the MMF now in the files of the defunct 108th Division,
10th MD, Great Anomally,

Note Operative #1 is:
Lt Manioba Lguam

Dept of Interior
City Hell, Manila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 Merch 47
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G-3., GUERRILLA AFFATRS DIVISION S

No. 134 /9/ TILE REFWNIGE SLIP

NAME OF UNIT First Bn, 4th Coastel Regt, LMS, FBBU, USAFIP

¢. 0. OF UNIT EUSEBIO G. BERNALES

OVERALL COMMAND Lanso Militery Sector

GECGRAPHICAL LOCATION Becolod, Kol. Lanso, Mindanso

CRCES REFERENCE FI'E NC. = = = = = = = = = &= = = ©« = - = -

THCLUDED PAPERS
( TEAM TEADERS REPOPT By —=as=seco—coomccoao oo
REQUEST FOR RECOGNITION

)
)

() UNIT HISTORY
) 201 FIIE
)

SUPPCRTING PAPERS

) ROSTER

IKCLUDED UI'ITS STRENGTH
Hq <5 5
LAY 0o, £ 5 sl T
"B" Co. o3

£ 1ot Gos 96 F:
"plEGo. 126
EEY 00, 125
nEl Go. ok e
1gh co. Az 2
"HY Co. 129 e
Combet Co. 35

Totelasesss 952
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HOULEL Y ECSTER OF OFFICERS:

M BLAVED BATTALION BACOIOD, KOT, .LATAQ 30'0ct.£2

(Stal fon ) (Data)

The following roster consisting of one shest contains the
2ies of all offiecsrs of this organization who raporteld and were
3-35_)'b-;-,:¢ Ior service on the above date.

Unless otherwice set oyposite his nams sach ofi‘icar who se
name appear nereon is present in the station on the above aste.

Organization

L.L'A.,y..—uwh, Jgt. Bn,4th COASTAT RaGT.FIWD
I.¥AJOR BUSEB0 G. BERNATES (‘b GARDING
BXECUTIVE OFFICER TIWD

l CAIT .NOTLAY AY¥TONIO 5-3
ADJUTANT FHD

1.30T3H0 S.EAGABO YO S=1,
FROVOST KARSHATL FEWD
1.1s8t.lt.Moises Alices S5-2
BN SULiLY OFFICER IEID

1.1t . ILt.PedroBiliran 8-4

CORTIFI® 4.u THUE AND CORRECT:
53 0. Ju A
BUSEBIO G. BHRE‘AI.
(Sig.Conmerding waor)
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